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Hamish Haslop
Principal | Sales Manager

Real Estate Downunder
Firstly thank you for considering us!
We are a small dedicated team of online FNQ property specialists
operating with a strong moral compass, ethical business practices,
and are fun team players to work with. In a world full of acronyms and
cleverish descriptions and the usual sales jargon, we like to stick with
the facts. Realise opportunities as they stand to make sure each and
every transaction is transparent.
We are fully charged! We stand for simplicity! We think
creatively! We do this on time, every time!
Over the past 12 months 93 houses have sold in Cooktown and many
more in the surrounding districts. Additionally we have seen for the first
time in many years commercial property activity with two retail shopping
complexes, one older shopping arcade and one historical bank all on
the high street sold. The building activity in the resdential sector at an
all time high and despite this, it is unlikey that these new developments
will plug the demand for rentals.
Across Far North Queensland we are seeing high demand for structural
timber, which oﬀ the back of the Global lumber index prices for such are
rising. Australian core and structural steel is under significant supply
and price pressure also. So in short we are seeing Industry supply chain
shortages of common everyday building materials pushing leadtimes
out, aﬀecting trades people accross the north. The past 12 months have
taught us all a great deal about this unqiue market, looking ahead we
are confident that this region will be in a good postion for years to come.
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Cooktown Commercial
Prime Location

Freehold

123 Charlotte St, Cooktown

RED35

An ideal passive investment,
with good returns for outright
buyer after expenses. Buildings
of solid hardwood construction,
Australia Post franchisee as
tenant. The property essentially
self manages.

Solid Returns

Freehold

115-117 Charlotte St Cooktown

RED06a
Freehold

With three long term tenants
this investment property oﬀers
steady ROI with room to grow.
The property has the added
valuable feature of two Street
frontages and a vacant block to
further develop on.

Steady Invest
103 Charlotte St, Cooktown

RED11
4

This unique and character filled
freehold property sits in the
‘sweet spot’ of the high street,
Cooktown. A fully tenanted
property. 2 retail spaces,
Industrial shed, 4 bedroom
home with 5 + 2 x 5 year leases.
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Eco-Lodge

Freehold

388 Mungumby Rd, Helenvale

A unique World Heritage
Opportunity. Well-positioned
tourism Eco-lodge B&B and
stunning rainforest property set
on the banks of the Mungumby
Creek in a popular location on
Great Barrier Reef & Rainforest.
A superb opportunity for an
astute purchaser seeking to
actively work this property and
or the business. A 10 cabin B&B
lodge with stunning homestead
allows for a range of room
options and future expansion,
particularly to the well travelled
client.

RED01
Freehold

Old Bakery Site
75 Charlotte St, Cooktown

RED35

This prime site cannot be
missed when first arriving to
Cooktown. With sewerage,
water and power ready to go, it
has a sealed carpark already in
place. Ideal for retail, oﬃces, a
car yard or similar.

www.RealEstateDownunder.com
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Cape York
Business Broker
Leasehold

Leasehold

RED03

RED09

RED33

Coﬀee House &

Riverside Pattisserie

Gilled & Gutted

Store

Cooktown

Cooktown

Lakeland, Cape York

Strategically positioned in
a small intimate waterfront
complex with stunning views
over the port of Cooktown,
across the Endeavour River
out to the Coral Sea servicing
both local and tourist clientele.
A strong performing business
with sound returns and
potential. Imagine being able
to fish the best fishing spot on
Australia’s eastern sea board
right from your work place
while you work. If you are
looking for a manageable local
friendly business, in a magical
part of Australia, that has so
much more potential … well
here, it is.

An established popular
Seafood Takeaway on the
Cooktown waterfront and a
stunning restaurant called
1770. The takeaway is in an
excellent location with a strong
pedestrian, boat and drive-by
traﬃc located at the Williams
wharf complex on Cooktown’s
waterfront. The business comes
with a well-equipped kitchen,
cool room/freezer capacity
for bulk purchasing, fryers,
stainless benches, bani-marie
and storage. Perfect for a family
or couple who loves creating
great service and food. This
Takeaway currently operates
5 days a week so has huge
potential!

Lakeland Coﬀee House &
Store makes the perfect
entry-level opportunity for
family operators. Not your
traditional convenience store,
it is so much more! This
centrally located and financially
strong performing leasehold
business is in Lakeland Far
North Queensland, has a wellestablished trading history and
returns. The business gives
you the opportunity to enjoy a
sound income, whilst living in
an enjoyable friendly region,
the gateway to Cape York &
Cooktown!
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Leasehold
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Leasehold

Leasehold

Freehold

RED49

RED01

RED
D33

Sea Breeze Laundry

Mungumby Lodge

Restaurant 1770

Cooktown

Rossville/Helenvale

Cooktown

Sea Breeze Laundry is simply
just that, simply a breeze! A
leasehold business located
within a popular Cooktown
waterfront complex on the
Webber Esplanade the facility
is used by locals and tourists
alike. While clients wait for their
laundry to finish they can take
in a spot of fishing from the
nearby main wharf, take a stroll
down Cooktown’s amazing
waterfront precinct or step next
door for a tasty snack and fresh
coﬀee overlooking the harbour.
Only the second time the
business has come to market
since its inception. It is very
easy to run as a sideline.

This 10 room B&B eco-lodge
allows for a range of room
options and expansion, catering
particularly to the well-travelled
international and domestic
client. The property would
also be well suited for many
applications, or even as a
home. Loads of room to grow
the business. Surrounded by
UNESCO listed World Heritage
rainforest. The lodge is owned
by the same company for
two decades. A real time
opportunity for those who are
financially able. Only a few
lodges manage to attract and
host Sir David Attenborough,
then grow a legacy for years
into the future.

Located on the waterfront with
registered business name 1770
Restaurant trading since 2003.
Most tourists make their way to
the waterfront numerous times
on their visit to Cooktown. The
court yard & waterfront dinning
overlooking the wharf could
easily turn this in to a highly
desirable place to be. Fully
equipped substantial kitchen fit
out with a view of paradise and
Cooktowns waterfront. Strong
potential for other income
streams. If you are looking to
further develop a manageable
local friendly business, in a
magical part of Australia, that
has so much more potential.

www.RealEstateDownunder.com
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Cooktown Residential
Real Estate Downunder
FNQ Online Realtor

We are Far North Queenslands newest real estate agent, with a fresh enthusiastic approach
to property. Here at Real Estate Downunder, we operate from our own commercial property
near Cooktown with our principle having 22 years experience as a partner and managing
director of our parent company Australian Pacific Lodges Pty Ltd. We work from two freehold
rural properties on the edge of the regions World Heritage rainforest, one of Australia’s unique
wilderness areas on the Great Barrier Reef Coast. The company 100% owns and operates a
tourism business featured in this publication Mungumby Lodge.

RE
ED20

Cooktown’s Unique & Character filled home
17 Newman St
3 bedroom | 2 bathroom
At one with nature, this award-winning home is warm inviting and being uniquely designed to fit in
with its surroundings. Its elevation ensures you are in the treetops with the birds in this very quiet
relaxing neighbourhood. Gentle water sounds mixed with the morning bird song allows you to feel
so far away from it all, but yet so near to everything Impressive award-winning warm inviting home
uniquely designed to fit in with its surroundings. Its elevation ensures you are in the treetops with the
birds in this very quiet relaxing neighbourhood.
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RED08

RED14
4

RED44

26 Parkinson St

25 Ann St

71 Helen St

4 bedroom | 2 bathroom

Vacant Land

Vacant Land

Minutes from every major need
a very private residence a walk
to schools, hospital, Events
Centre, Public Swimming pool,
and tucked over the hill and
into the landscape you won’t
hear any of them. SPACE plus!

Of the few remaining vacant
blocks of land available on
Grassy Hill 25, Ann Street is
the pick. With two entry points
to the property, with room for
oﬀ-street parking for caravan/
boat etc.

A Prestige quality block
within an exclusive location in
Cooktown. Sensational views
across the bay and down the
Endeavour River and beyond.
Build your luxury home with
garaging for car and boat.

36 Furneaux St
3 bedroom | 1 bath

Fresh to market this loved
home will have a wide
appeal. Proximity to all
major amenities, located
near the botanic gardens
as well as the even closer
celebrated Finch Bay.

www.RealEstateDownunder.com
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RED51

18 Webber Esplanade
STUNNING LOCATION & VIEWS

A stunning light-filled home is graced with a
spectacular view out over the Coral Sea along
the Great Barrier Reef Coast. Set against Grassy
Hill the architect-designed home is spacious and
hand crafted using the very best of materials.
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There is few houses like this one in Cooktown,
set high above other homes with no light
pollution or street traﬃc just you and nature.
Tucked in away the home is designed to capture
the essence of the tropics.
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Crn Wilton Access & Flaggy Roads
WEST OF COOKTOWN

If you ever wanted a life style block that was aﬀordable, with easy access and gifted with new local
infrastructure, this might be it! Wilton Access Road is now fully formed as is Flaggy Road both with
electricity running alongside, school bus service nearby and high speed NBN satellite internet. Seven
blocks have road frontage with block 5 having two frontages. Block 8 is tucked away and perfect for
Eco Tourism or Carbon trading with views out over the Coral Sea.
FACTS
Lot 1

10ha | $150K

Lot 2

10ha | $150K

Lot 3

10ha | $150K

Lot 4

10ha | $150K

Lot 5

11+ha | $168K

Lot 6 11+ha | $160K
Lot 7 10ha | $150K
Lot 8 58ha | $250K
Lot 7&8 Combined $350K

www.RealEstateDownunder.com

11

COOKTOWN & CAPE YORK REAL ESTATE UPDATE

12

RED ALERT |AUTUMN 2022 | NEWSLETTER

Why
Cooktown?
On Qld’s northern frontier
Cooktown is a charming historical village unspoilt
by the urgency of modern life. Its close proximity to
nearby reefs, deserted beaches and river systems
make it an ideal fishing destination. While it is best
known for its endemic wildlife, culture, history, bird
watching and famous barramundi stocks the region is
an enchanting place to call home.
Real Estate in 2021 was huge comparative tothan
previous years as the population continues to grow.
Most investors are buying to live in the regions
unspoilt environment, The regions growth is unlikely
to match the likes of other places or lose its frontier
charm in a hurry.

www.RealEstateDownunder.com
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Your first commercial property loan!
SOME KEY CONSIDERATIONS TO TAKE ON BOARD BEFORE YOU VISIT A LENDER.

When it comes to applying for your first commercial
property loan, there are diﬀerent options you need
to be aware of. Some investors choose to obtain a
commercial loan by dealing directly with a bank,
while others choose to engage the expertise of a
broker to secure the best deal. However, before
deciding which path you choose, there are some key
questions that property investors need to consider.

why you want to buy the property and whether you
understand the risks associated with investing in
commercial property. It is standard for a bank to
require a valuation to be completed on a property
before they assess a loan which is always at your cost
(often $900-$2,500). Valuation costs for commercial
property are higher than residential property.

What type of commercial property do you want? Is
it a shop, oﬃce, industrial warehouse or something
purpose-built such as a childcare centre or a service
station?
The location of the property is often a key
consideration. Will the property be regional or citybased? What cities or towns are you looking at?
Other factors to consider include the lease tenure
and strength of the tenant, and how much equity
you will need to contribute to the purchase, and
how much liquidity will you need to prove you can
pay the credit facility if a tenant vacates.
Any lender will want to understand your overall
financial position and whether this transaction
makes sense, the type of property you’re buying,

It is very important that you prepare a list of questions
before you speak to any bank. This includes ensuring
you are directed to the right area/person for your
requirements, and to be aware that you will need
a larger deposit.
Here are some pros and cons of applying for
commercial finance through a broker or dealing
direct with a lender.
LENDER
If you have an existing relationship with a lender,
it might be possible to leverage this with a proven
repayment history and thorough existing knowledge
of your business. The application process could
take longer than expected so you need to drive the
process not just sit back and wait.
Before you start determine what segment your
investment fits into and find the correct person within

14

RED ALERT |AUTUMN 2022 | NEWSLETTER

the bank you wish to deal with. Then it is important
to request a face-to-face with that person who will
usually be a small business specialist at the bank.
They are the very person who takes the transaction
forward and helps you through the process.
Do not to limit your search for finance. Some of the
smaller banks oﬀer longer terms and can be more
generous with the amount they can lend you. Some
banks may oﬀer you a shorter term to get you a
sharper rate but this may mean that you need to
re-apply to renew your line of credit down the track
INDEPENDANT BROKERS
A faster application process and greater negotiating
and bargaining power can be the benefits of using
a broker to set up your commercial property loan.
A lot of the heavy lifting is done for you, but this
also comes at a cost.
Credit appetite and commercial interest rates diﬀer
greatly between banks and a good broker must be
across what is available from a number of lenders to
ensure you get the best solution. Be aware brokers
will often select loans that they are incentivised to
refer, rather than find the best oﬀer that suits your
needs and circumstances.

so you can present the information to the bank as
a possibility before formally lodging an application.
Do your research to get an indication of rates, fees
and terms based on your circumstances from the
bank before lodging an application.
Understand and go through how the bank structures
your interest rate. Some institutions may charge
you interest on the debt you use, but others may
want to charge you fees and charges based on the
limit of your loan.
Are you servicing the commercial loan purely on
the rent? If it is an investment, some banks don’t
like to take on loans with servicing coming purely
from the rent.
What is the term that your bank will allow?
Depending on the property, some banks allow 10
years standard. Some are 15 years across and there
are some who will even do 30 years.
Like all credit, there are substantial costs in setting
up a commercial property loan. Unlike mortgages
you don’t get packages and your set-up fee is not
waived.

Get a deal that best suits your circumstances
The location of your commercial property does
play a part in the success of obtaining commercial
finance. Rural areas can be viewed as higher risk by
some lenders, and others have postcode restrictions
meaning they won’t lend in select areas at all. Have
no fear there are others that do!
You must provide as much supporting information
regarding your personal financial situation as possible

www.RealEstateDownunder.com
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Prime development Cooktown land
spanning two ideal street frontages !
WITH COOKTOWNS RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MARKET RUNNING HOT THIS PARCEL COULD BE DIVIDED INTO
MULTIPLE QUALITY HOUSING BLOCKS OF GENEROUS SIZE, SUITED TO ITS PRESTIGE LOCATION.

As Cooktown grows the opportunity to subdivide is partially done
as the lots as in two already. One
could easily build a prestigious
residence on Buhmann St overlooking the treetops out across
the Coral Sea whilst keeping the
rest of the land for adjustment.
Separate the two lots and build
two houses as rural retreats with
over a hectare of land each. Alternatively, go all out and divide
these into 4 blocks, 2 x Racecourse
Road and 2 x Buhmann Street.
Opportunity knocks as housing
and land demand in Cooktown
central and surrounds is on the
rise. This region is highly attractive for those families seeking
an escape from lockdowns and
overregulated populated regions.
Here is lifestyle surrounded by
plenty of work, great connectivity,
and a playground at your doorstep to enjoy in that free time.
No traﬃc congestion so that time
alone oﬀers you more free time
to enjoy the family. Build a small
close to town ranch on this huge
fully fenced block and secure your
lifestyle at an aﬀordable price.
Lots are to be sold together as
one. 40,460m2. Lots 13 & 14
C17953 | 7-15 Racecourse Road.
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Let your house tell a story!
Give buyers a potential experience, and to do this you need to think about it.!

Your home needs to tell a story to
potential buyers and you can stage
it without all the big expenses or
pay a staging expert to do this for
you. Many with some intuition can
do it themselves. A home’s value
starts on the inside then works
outwards. In essence, a good
clean-up of the grounds makes
for a very inviting welcome.
To create an uninterrupted flow
through your home and garden
with spaces to pause is important.
Give buyers a potential experience, and to do this you need to
think about it. Set up your staging
so people are able to stop taking
in before moving on to the next
space, all in continuity. Spaces
need to complement each other,
avoiding glaring clashes of taste
or flow.

powerful marketing tools one can
use. Especially when working with
your agent, to present the property to the best of its ability. It is
quite possibly your largest asset,
style it well!
Styling your home is the key to
place a home on its best foot. For
many to achieve this without the
burden of cost is to apply time,
pack up and de-clutter your place.

Still continue to live there in preparation for your next journey, yet
through the declutter, this allow
buyers to see their own belongings in each space. This also allows
for a better building inspection
for potential buyers or master
builders inspecting any building
prior to finalising a transaction.

Clear oﬀ the kitchen benches cupboard items and generally open
the place up.

It is important the buyer gets a
feel for your property and can
see themselves in each space to
imagine what their daily routine
takes them to and how would they
feel doing this in that space.
An arrangement of striking flowers
gives time for reflection, a stop,
and is likely to enhance the area
it is surrounded by. Making your
home liveable and inviting for
inspection are one of the most

www.RealEstateDownunder.com
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